obedience to a custom now 
empty of religious meaning. 
Long before, Khrushchev had 
been judged by the men in the 
Kremlin who toppled him 
from power in 1964 and had 
been found wantiqg. . 

No state tribute was his at 
death: a few words in Pravda 
about the passing of “personal 
pensioner” Khrushchev and 
private burial with no official 
representatives, only family- 
and friends. 

When he came on the ninth - 
day, Sergei brought a new 
photograph to replace the first 
one, damaged by water 
through a leak in the frame. 
The new photo is the last one 
taken before his death, Sergei 
told the gravedigger, and is 
the way he wants to remember 
his father. 

In it Khrushchev is hatless 
and wears a neat gray Jacket 
without medals. He has no tie. 
His white shirt collar is but- 
toned at the neck. He looks 
like a peasant dressed for the 
market on Saturday. 1 
Khrushchev’s nearest neigh- 
bor is a man named Mikhailov 
who used to sing bass in the 
Bolshoi opera company. 


MOSCOW (AP)— There is 
no crush at Nikita Khru- 
shchev’s grave, no stream of 
admirers who plunge down the 
.long alleys of Novodevichy 
. Cemetery to the ragged hedge 
and dark brick wall at the far 
end where Khrushchev’s suc- 
cessors decided he must lie. 

Formless in a slate-colored 
smock, an old woman at the 
gate handles inquiries with a 
wave of her arm. “Down there. 

I Straight on to the end,” she 
.says. 

, Do many ask? 

- “Not so many,” she replies, 
and resumes sweeping leaves 
'with a medieval-looking broom 
of twigs. 

On a recent Saturday, there 
were only occasional visitors 
to the grave, with its plain 
marble headstone. 

There were a few women 
with string bags and men who 
kept their cloth hats tugged 
down on their heads as they 
surveyed the grave and a pho- 
tograph of Khrushchev set 
atop the headstone. 

Three German tourists 
rushed purposefully to the 
place, removed their hats, re- 
placed them and then began 
checking their light meters for 
snapshots. 

The grave already has an air 
of neglect. Pools of rainwater 
are cupped in the bare earth 
around it. On top, in damp dis- 
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array, are potted chrysanthe- 
mums, gladioli, pansies and 
violets. A compost heap of 
dead flowers has been piled 
against the wall a few yards, 
away. 

A freight train passes with a 
muffled rattle on the rail em- 
bankment beyond the wall. 
When it has gone, the cold 
wind made the birch trees , 
hiss. 

; A gravedigger said Khru- 


| Khrushchev’s Grave 
Is Largely Ignored 


shchev’s son, Sergei, was the 
only member of the family to 
return since the funeral Sept. 
13. Sergei came back nine 
days after his father’s death, 
as Russian custom dictates. 

Most Russians have forgot- 
ten the reason for the ninth- 
day visit. In the Russian Or- - 
thodox Church it is believed 1 
that the soul, having been - 
judged, takes up residence in I 
eaven or hell on the ninth 
ay. By all evidence the j 
ihrushchevs are atheists and 1 
e visit probably was just n 



